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ELDERCARE MINISTRY ORIENTATION BRUNCH 
SUNDAY APRIL 27 

 

Many of you have heard of the Elder  Care ministry which is in the beginning stages of 
development.  This is a new ministry in our church and one we are hoping many of you 
will support through your time and talents. 
 

An informational brunch will be held on Sunday, Apr il 27, 2008 in Fellowship Hall.   
At that time you will be able to hear more about this ministry and opportunities you will 
have both to serve and to be served as needed.  Of course you will also enjoy fellowship 
and a wonderful brunch.  There will be no cost for  this brunch as it will be covered by 
the grant we received to begin this ministry.  We only ask that you will come and learn 
and consider what your current needs may be, potential needs in the future, and /or what 
part you can play in this ministry. 
 

An additional opportunity for learning more about this ministry will be a new Sunday 
school class held on May 4, 11, 18 and June 1 and 8, from 11:30 to 12:30 in Fellowship 
Hall.  This class will use a DVD format to study the book The Power of Presence.  The 
focus of this study is learning how to be present for people struggling with difficult transi-
tions in their lives – aging, grief, care giving, etc.  
 

The following are books which are on order and will be available (hopefully by the time 
you read this article) in the church office for you to borrow. 
Planning the Care of Aging Loved Ones  DVD set 

Caregiver issues 
Legal and Financial issues 
Family issues 
Selection issues 
Guilt issues 

 

Finding Your Way after Your Parent Dies 
 

Aging is a Family Affair 
 

Please Take Me Home Before Dark – provides inspiration, information, and support to 
family members of those dealing with Alzheimer’s disease. 
 

Call or stop in to the Church office if you would like to borrow these books or DVDs. 
 

Look for an additional study in the Fall on Planning the Care of Aging Loved Ones using 
the DVDs. 
 

Thank you goes to Wes Wild  who connected us to In-Sight books, Inc, supplier of these 
most helpful resources. 
 

Call Carol Hockensmith if you have any questions regarding this ministry.  667-2705 or 
996-1683 



     
 Capital Funds 

 
 
The term “capital funds”  connotes  assets or material wealth.  
Most congregants in most churches do not enjoy talk 
surrounding money.  The church is the people, not the 
building, we hear.  Yet in reality the people are publicly 
represented by the buildings they occupy and use. Our three 

buildings happen to be historic spaces, where generations of people have worshipped and learned 
about Christ and His ways. We actually honor God by being good caretakers of this property He 
has entrusted to us. 
 
We have several very important projects planned for the upkeep and improvement of our 
buildings and property. You have all received letters and brochures outlining the specifics.  What 
I want to address here is the theology regarding church funding. This is summarized in Jesus 
own teaching that our hearts and our treasures are always found in the same place.  Modern 
protestants are famous for trying to separate heart and treasure!  My giving is nobody’s business, 
we insist.  How much money I give has nothing to do with how much I love God, we hear.  Yet 
these statements are distortions of Jesus’ teaching. 
  
It is true that God’s love cannot be bought.  But what I give to God’s Church is a certain 
indicator of where my heart is with God.  What I give certainly indicates how much I care about 
God’s Church.  What I give indicates the relative value I place upon God’s Church. What I give 
indicates the priority level God’s church holds in my life.  Do I place a value on God’s Church 
equal with that of my car? My food budget? My rent or mortgage?  The value of my personal 
property? My entertainment budget? My clothing budget? My vacation or hobby budget?  My 
investment budget?  In summary, is there an expenditure or investment more important or more 
urgent that my pledge to God’s Church? 
 
How important is it that the Church continue to function in this community?  How much value 
can be placed upon worship, Christian education, fellowship and mission? These are all done 
here in buildings and on property.  To me, this Church is priceless.  Her worth is beyond 
measure. 
 

This last quarter of our church fiscal year, I hope all of us will reconsider our giving, specifically 
of our wealth, to this , God’s Church. We have the opportunity to ensure that her ministry 
continue to future generations, and to make financial endowments to seal our commitment.  May 
God guide and inspire all of us to get our hearts and our treasures together to best serve Him. 

 

Rev. Dr. Clifford Hockensmith   
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  The Women’s Guild craft sessions (12:30pm)  resume March 
26th and continue weekly until the Art Festival. 
 
     The Women's Guild will meet at 1 P.M. on Wednesday,  
April 9.  Our guest speaker will be Carol Hockensmith who will 
tell us about our Elder Care Ministry.  Come and bring any 

questions you may have about this new program. 
 

Save these dates:  Wednesday, May 14--Mother-Daughter Pot Luck Dinner and June 11--
Guild Annual Luncheon.  More information will be coming soon. 
 

Art Festival--When you are Spring cleaning please remember our tables at the Art 
Festival.  We need items for our treasure table and any jewelry you may have (we'll fix if it it 
needs help).  Also any knitted items, crafts, etc. you are working on will be greatly accepted. 
 

We have completed the following White Cross Projects: 
South Providence Neighborhood Ministries (SPNM)--At Christmas, with your help we sent all 
the items which were requested by SPNM together with a $50.00 donation.  We also donated a 
complete layette and an additional box of miscellaneous items in March. 
Chile--a donation of $115 was made to help develop community health programs in rural 
churches. 
The Congo-75 rolled bandages plus 10 masks and 10 hats for doctors were sent to the Congo. 
Philippines--1000 quilt fabric pieces, 4 health kits, needles and thread were sent. 
LaRomana--the sum of $400 for supplies and 3 layettes were donated.   
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 May God give you… 

For every storm, a rainbow 
For every tear, a smile 

For every care, a promise 
And a blessing in each trial 

For every problem life sends, 
A faithful friend to share, 

For every sigh, a sweet song 
And an answer for each prayer. 

THE PRAYER L IST:   IF YOU WOULD LIKE A CARD SENT OUT TO SOMEONE YOU  HAVE 
PUT ON THE PRAYER LIST PLEASE WRITE THEIR NAME, ADDRESS , AND PRAYER CONCERN 
DOWN ON ONE OF THE VISITOR CARDS IN THE PEWS AND PUT IT IN THE OFFERTORY BASKET.  
THANK YOU!!! 

Fr iend of the Ecumenical Communion Fellowship Breakfast 
The 49th Annual Ecumenical Communion Fellowship Breakfast will be held at the 

Venus de Milo in Swansea, MA on Saturday, April 19, 2008  7:00pm—9:00pm 
***  

Tickets are $12.00 and available by sending a check to the Rhode Island State Council 
of Churches, 225 Chapman Street, Suite 203, Providence, RI  02905-4507 

***  
The keynote speaker will be W. Dennis Aiken, a former FBI agent who served the federal Bureau of Investigation for 

34 years. 
***  

Please see John Armstrong for tickets 
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                       Income Amount        % of Budgeted 

 
Pledges & Repeat Supporters:  $ 104,115.00           92.5% 
 

Plates (incl. Communion and Holidays)               $    8,490.81     94.3%  
 

Total Support income                            $110,592.91     92.7%    

Officers 

Minister.Rev. Dr. Clifford Hockensmith 
 

Moderator……………...Ken Lawrence 
 

Vice-Moderator……….….John Bellisle 
 

Church Clerk…………….Ruth Sleicher 
 

Treasurer………….…….Harry Sleicher 
 

Financial Secretary.Mary Jean Johnson 
Board of Deacons 

Bill Johnson 
Ginny Mancini  
John Armstrong  

 Pat Curry  
Linda Lundblad  

Board of Witnesses 
 John Bellisle 

Cathy Horridge  
Walter Horridge  

Matt Bellisle  
Dan Urish  

Board of Teachers     
Beth Blink 

Susan Anderson 
Wendy Jackman 
Sally Andrews 

Lynette Clifford 
Board of Stewards 

Lyman Davenport 
Jim Blink  

Andy Pearce  
Rick Gurnon  

Bob Alexander  
Session of Elders 

Names in Bold and italic denotes members 
of the Session of Elders 

            As of 
            4/1/08    
    $42,558.00.00 

Goal 
$180,000 

CAPITAL FUNDS 
CAMPAIGN 
PROGRESS 
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