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Christmas remains a National Holiday!

Thisisinteresting and rather startling to note. Because, in fact, Christmas is the most scandalous
of all Holidays. Christmasisthe most scandalous of Holidays today because it is the least equal.
Christmasis not equal to other Holidays. Christmas does not worship equality. If there were one thing
that Americans worshipped today, it would be equality.

Indeed, there has been a prominent thought out there in our marketplace for several decades now:
the thought that all religions are created equal. But Christmas remains as a major reminder that all
religions are not created equal. (Just as good sentences are not supposed to start with ‘but’ or ‘and’) And
while unbelievers seem to revel in the thought of ‘the more gods, the merrier’, Christians (and Jews)
continue to insist upon one God only. This nonsense about equal religionsis represented in the
foolishness that insists on manger scenes in public squares being either removed or joined by countless
other symbolic representations of various winter solstice belief systems.

| do not think that Jesus Himself would be surprised by the current commonality of attacks upon
Christmas. He Himself was attacked that first Christmas, and His teachings have been under attack for
two thousand years, to no avail. The attacks upon Christ, however misguided, are understandable: Would
you let your kids be taught by a Sunday school teacher who claimed to be God? Yet Jesusisjust that: a
Rabbi who claims to be God.

Jesus of Nazareth first made this claim in the very place (Jerusalem) where it was least likely to be
accepted. Judaism was, and is, a strictly one God religion. The notion that Jesusis God (taught by Christ
Himself) isthe very thing that separates Christmas and Christianity from all other religions. No other
religion had or has afounder who claims to be the one and only God. Jesus knew, as arabbi, that His
claim would lead to his death.

What is Christmas all about? Christmasisall about the Incarnation. God has become aman. The
eternal God, the one and only, has been born of a human mother, and has come to join His people in order
to save them from sin and death. Thisiswhat Christmasis, and what Christmas is all about. Thereis no
rival thought or idea or religion that even comes close to thisin meaning or relevance to the world.

When Santa Claus comes down the chimney to bring giftsto al children, heis areality that
became a story. But even Santais not The Story.

When Jesus is born in Bethlehem of a human mother, He is the Story who became aredlity: the
real God who became a man- Love who can touch, and be touched.

Christmasisreal. Christmasisunequalled. Christmasisforever.
Merry Christmas. ChristisLord.




Total Support income

Pledges & Repeat Supporters:
Plates (incl. Communion and Holidays)

Income Amount
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% of Budgeted

$56120.90
$3,967.81
$60,088.71

90.1%
79.7%
89.4%
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NEW:S ERON THEBOARD O STEWARDS

At the next Board of Stewards meeting on Tuesday
December 4, 2007 at 7pm we will be discussing the
upcoming Capital Campaign and establishing a committee
to undertake that project. We invite anyone in the
congregation who has an interest in helping, or has any
suggestions, to join us at 7pm on Tuesday evening.

Officers
Minister....Rev. Dr. Clifford Hockensmith
Moderator..................... Ken Lawrence
Vice-Moderator................. John Béllide
ChurchClerk................... Ruth Sleicher
Treasurer.......ccccoveeennne. Harry Seicher

Financial Secretary......Mary Jean Johnson

Board of Deacons
Bill Johnson
Ginny Mancini
John Armstrong

Pat Curry
Linda Lundblad

Board of Withesses
John Bellide
Cathy Horridge
Walter Horridge

Matt Bellide
Dan Urish

Board of Teachers
Beth Blink
Susan Anderson
Wendy Jackman
Sally Andrews
Lynette Clifford

Board of Sewards
Lyman Davenport
Jim Blink
Andy Pearce
Rick Gurnon
Bob Alexander

Session of Elders

Names in Bold and italic denotes members of
the Session of Elders
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HANGING OF
— THE GREENS

. . Sat. Dec. 1st from
HATIOIT19 9-12:30pm we will

A be decorating the
Lyl &C] 1S inside & outside of
the Church. We
need help & greens (holly,
evergreen, pinecones). Please
bring clippers & gloves if you have
them. Contact Linda Lundblad or
Mary Beth Burnham if you can help

or bring greens.

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
CAROL SING

Please join us Dec. 1st from
5-7pm for Christmas carols.
5-6pm in the upstairs of the
Chapel building with the
CliffNotes. 6-7pm in the
sanctuary for Christmas carols.
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CHRISTMAS EVE
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orDER YOUR POINGETTIAS!

Make checks payable to: First Baptist Church in Wickford
deadline: December 16th
please pick up you plants December 24th after the evening service.

e e — ————————— |
| |
. POINSETTIA ORDER .
I (for December 23rd & Christmas Eve) I
| |
: IN MEMORY OF :
or

| |
| IN CELEBRATION OF I
| |
: GIVEN BY :
| COLORS: Red White Pink Marble (pink & white) |
: NUMBER :
| # 6" pot—single plant @ $8.50 = |
| # 8" pot—double plant @$18.50 = |
| |
: TOTAL #PLANTS: TOTAL COST: :
| |
| |
| |
| |
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WOMENS GUILD ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY!!

The Guild's Annual Christmas Party will be held at 1 P.M. on Wednesday, December 12.
Hostesses are Catherine Scannell, Linda Lundblad and Dottie Cusack. Please bring
unwrapped personal items (shampoo, toothpaste, tissues, etc.) to be donated to the North
Kingstown Welfare Department. All are welcome. Join us for a time of fun and fellowship!
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Women's Guil

The Women's Guild will meet on December 5 and 19 to work on White
Cross projects.

We are collecting items for South Providence Neighborhood Ministries (SPNM). There is
a Christmas tree in the Fellowship Hall with the items requested by SPNM.. If you have
not yet taken a tag but would like to contribute, please take one (or more). We need all
items by Sunday December 16 so that we can get them to SPNM before Christmas.

The cookbooks published by the Hope Circle of Phillips Memorial Baptist Church, sales of
which benefit the Baptist Women of Rhode Island and mission projects of the Hope Circle,
are now available at $10.00 per book. Several of our members contributed recipes. See
Breta Gammell if you would like one. They make great gifts and support good causes.
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The over 80’ s luncheon was held on November 4th and it was such a nice @aj ’j’@_j
time for all who attended. A delicious meal of chicken tetrazzini was served. Our chef, Sally i
Andrews, did all the planning, cooking and shopping—a big job. Twenty two over 80’ s along with eighteen
guests attended. Members from First Baptist Church in North Kingstown (Allenton) and Chestnut Hill
Baptist Church who are over 80 were our guests also.
The centerpieces were made by Linda Lundblad and were given to a guest at each table.
John Armstrong was our master of ceremony. He and Pastor Cliff coordinated the entertainment.
Our helpers were Breta Gammell, Linda Lundblad, Elaine MacKay, Ginny Mancini, Mary Beth Burnham,
Pat Curry, Herb and Carol Bassett, Lynette Clifford and Rita Barbone (Sally’ s friend)
We were very happy to have four young ladies as servers and they did a wonderful job.
Tyler Gould, Rachel Bellisle, Danielle Pirhalaand Sarah Deal.
Thanks to al who helped make this a special time for our wonderful seniors.

AICCIANI IR
MH&&H@NJNJEW’S) REMEMBER WITH LOVE and GIVE WITH GRATITUDE to

the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering this month.
Please give generously. This offering goes for emergency and other financial assistance,
as well as "Thank you gifts" to our dedicated former ministers, missionaries and their
widowed spouses. As an expression of how important this is, following is a letter recently
received from our former pastor, Weldon deMeurers.

November 4, 2007
Dear First Baptist Church in Wickford Family:

December is the month when you will be asked to contribute to the MM BB Thank You offering.
As one of many retired clergy who has been arecipient of the generous giving of you, and your
sister ABC-USA churches over the past several years, let me offer athank you of my own!

The Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board holds a special place in my heart. Not only isthis
because of aretirement check from MMBB that arrives around the first of each month, but because
of along-standing concern that the Board has had for me and my family over the years.

Many of you will no doubt remember back in the 70@when daughter Karen was so very sick and
hospitalized for days and weeks on end. Her medical costs were, even in those days, astronomical.
The good folks at MM BB were most helpful, and provided enough money through a grant so that
we could buy a second medical insurance policy, with the knowledge that our two policies would no
doubt cover 100% of her costs. That grant to our family came from the Thank You offering.

The Thank You offering does two things. It provides for financial grants to those clergy and their
spouses, active and retired and widowed, with emergency needs. And, it provides an annual
supplemental check to retired clergy for use at their (our) discretion.

As one who has received both ways, let me thank you for you generous giving. | pray God's
blessings upon you, today and always.

Weldon deM eurers
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Two thousand years ago, halfway around the world, in the
meager shelter of a stable, a baby was born. His mother wrapped him in pieces of cloth and
made a bed for him in a manger because no one would open their home to them, and there
was no room for them at the inn. They were far from home and all alone.

Today, for a refugee family living far from home in the uncertain shelter of a refugee camp, a
Church World Service blanket is a symbol of security and hope, and a useful tool. It protects
from the heat of the day and the cool night air. Strung over a rope, it provides a bit of privacy. A
few cherished belongings may be carried safely in its folds.

By sharing a CWS blanket with a refugee family or a disaster victim, you share in swaddling
the Babe of Bethlehem.

Blankets are on sale now in Fellowship Hall for $5.00 a blanket.
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